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CeqJncntsr for thf A
'ltis pir8c rvill be scnt ro drc ruthors.

At tlrct, I was vory skeptical about thir papcr. What piqucd my skepricism was the second
sentonse ofthc rbstract To state that lgnvontlggd Wisdom is challcngcd is a rcd herring.
Of course therc is the word salg bw tbat ir lost in tbe ssttoncc. This rJscrrch docs not
comparo th€ two sourceE of lead. lte major contribution of this paper ie that it
dernonstrates that whcclweights Ere yet anothcr automotive Sourse of load along busy
$rggls of urbao cnvironrncuts.

[For the record, lerded gasoline was brnned in most statcs on Jaruary l, 19E6. No onc
denior that at peak usc, 250,000 metric tons of lcad was added to grsolioc per yerr. 'fho

c,onsequencQs Were lugo. For craruplc, in the latc 60's rnd carly 70's, at each busy'rntsrtsction 
with 100,000 crrs traveling tkough it per day, about 5 mctric tons of toad

ucrosols Pct yclr wcrc emitted within 11 mtleiadiul of cactr busy intcrsoction,(rnd this is
EconscrvEtive estimatc) This comprrcl with 3 metric tons per yoar Gstimatcs for glt
thprougtrfarer of Albuquerque. ]
Given my drepticism, I decidcd ]o tcst the arrthors hypothescs. I watkcd along onc side
of scvcrsl intersoctions of a very busy rtrcct. In 4 blocks I pickcd up 0.621 kg of lcad
wheol woights. Therc is iudoed a lot of lcad bcing thrown into thc cnvironment aloqg
bruy strectc.snd I commcnd the author for bringing a$ention to this topic Thcrc are
somc additibnfl sources of information that suppon the dlscussion and rnight bc included
Goncnl comrcuti. Aftcr finding thc sizablo number ofwcights, I visited my local
srpoft onthese mattcrs, my tiie desler uid he offered thc following

. Hc esti.tnatcd that 30 to 40 percent of the wheels brought in for tire work werc
misring all of thcir weighrts. The other 60 to 70 percent may bc missing at
least ono.of thcir weights. This supports the obscrvations in the papcr.

. He showed mo tho difforencos bstween whcel rime end thc rcuoru for some
of the losscs. Some rims hold the woights ortremely well. Sornc car
manufacturers producc whccls with shaltow or straight lcdgcs thar do not hold
weights wcll. Somc of thc moro oxpcnsive curtom wheols do not havo a rim
to plaoc whecl wcights (as indicared in thc articlc). To balance these whccls
rcquirc woigh$ anached with adhcsive and these weights casily fly offfrom
centrifugal forcc. Many cusrom whecls can only be balanccd by adding
y$ght9 P the backside of the wheol and this makes thc whed wobble pronc.
It i6 a dif$cuhy to my tirc dcaler and he is romAimol confronted by angry
customcrs becausc thcse whccls don't stay balanced.

(Uss a<ldrtronat puges if necdcd)


